Historic,  arcliived  document 


Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
scientific  knowledge,  policies,  or  practices. 


\ 


/ 


V 


OREIGN  AGRICULTURE  CIRCULAR 

U.S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
Foreign  Agricultural  Service      Washington  D.C. 


'L  1  4  T  LIVESTOCK  AND  MEAT 

Fin  1-67 
May  1967 


WORLD  CATTLE  NUMBERS  REACH  NEW  HIGH 

A  new  record  was  set  at  the  beginning  of  19^7  when  world  cattle  ntunbers 
reached  l,lU0  million  head — up  1  percent  from  I966  and  17  percent  above 
the  1956-60  average  level.     Nvunbers  increased  in  all  geographic  regions. 
Moderate  increases  occurred  in  North  America,  South  America,  Western  Europe, 
Asia  and  Africa.    The  largest  gains  were  recorded  in  U.S.S.R.,  Eastern 
Europe  and  Oceania. 

Cattle  herd  expansion  has  been  taking  place  since  the  end  of  World  War  II 
in  most  countries  of  the  wcr  Id  to  meet  the  rapidly  expanding  demand  for 
beef.    The  deficient  producing  countries  have  \indertaken  programs  to  in- 
crease cattle  nximbers  in  an  effort  to  improve  their  self  sufficiency  position. 
Surplus  producing  countries  eire  also  building  herds  not  only  to  meet  the 
growing  domestic  demand  for  beef,  but  to  gain  a  larger  share  of  the  expand- 
ing world  market. 


Cattle  and  buffalo:    Estimated  world  totals 
by  continent  or  eirea,  average  I956-6O,  annual  1965-67 


*  Average  ] 

•  1956-60  • 

• 

: Percent 

change 

Continent 

1965  : 

1966  : 

1967 

:  1967  : 
:  1956-60: 

1967 
1966 

: Thousand  : 

Thousand  ; 

Thousand  : 

Thousand 

rPercent :Percent 

Europe : 

• 
• 

158,200 
176,100 

83,300 
33,100 

159,000 
185,700 

85,900 
3^,100 

159,700 
188,300 

87,UOO 
3^,800 

17.7 
21.7 

13.2 
Ik, 9 

0.  1+ 

1.  h 

1.7 
2.1 

116,400 

120,000 

122,200 

13.7 

1.8 

87,200 
127,200 
U08,700 

25,900 

93,^ 
128,600 
Ul3,800 

97,100 
129,700 
lil6,800 

26,100 

1+6.2 

k.O 

15.3 
10.5 
U.5 

.9 
.7 

2.8 

Total  world  

16.7 
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Cattle  and  buffalo:    Nxunber  in  specified  countrle9, 
average  195^-60,  annual  I965-67 


Continent  and  country 


Month  of 
estimate 

y 


Average 
1956-60 


1965 


1966  2/ 


1967  2/ 


Thousand 


Thousand 


rhoueand 


Tbousand 


North  America: 

Canada  

United  States  Z/  

Puerto  Rico.....  

Costa  Rica  ^  

El  Salvador  

Guatemala  

Hondvuras  

Mexico  

Nicaragua........  

Panama  

Cuba  

Dondnican  Republic  

Total  North  America  5/. 

South  America: 

Argentina  

Bolivia  

Brazil  jj  

Chile  

Colombia  

Ecuador  

Paraiguay  

Peiru  

Uruguay  

Venezuela  

Total  South  America  5/. 

Europe: 
Western 
EEC 

Belgium  

Luxembourg  

France  

Germany,  West  

Italy  7/  

Netherltinds  

Total  EEC  


Austria.  

Denmark  

Finland  

Greece  

Ireland  

Norway  , 

Portugal  

Spain  

Sweden  

Switzerland  

United  Kingdom  

Total  Western  Europe  5/. 
Eastern 

Albania  jJ  

Bulgaria  7/  

Czechoslovakia  

Germemy,  East  

Hungary  7/  

Poland  

Romania  jJ  

Yugoslavia  jJ  

Total  Eastern  Europe  5/. 

Total  Europe  5/  

U.S.S.R.  (Europe  and  Asia).. 


Dec.  1 

10,220 

Q'5  ftOQ 

U.,900 

11,61*3 

ll,i»53 

1  no  rwi 

1  nfl  Uoi 

Jan. 

'♦31 

1»98 

535 

5to 

Jgui* 

X,  J.  f«t 

Oct. 

888 

9ei 

922 

Spring 

1,080 
1,166 
17,251* 

1,600 

1,650 

1,690 

Dec. 

1,69U 

1,7'*3 

1,800 

Spring 

22,965 

2l»,000 

Dec.  31 

1,377 

1,51*0 

1,570 
&i*2 

1,600 

Jan. 

kj  636 

81tO 

Dec. 

5,U6o 

jTily  : 

135,700 

158,200 

159,00c 

159,700 

Dec. 

Jan. 

Dec. 

Dec. 

Jan. 

Dec. 

Dec. 

Oct. 

June 

April 

Dec. 


Jan. 
Jan.  1 
Dec.  3 
Mar. 
June  30 
Jan. 
Jan.  15 


:  June  30 

:  1*3,385 

1*5,000 

:  Jan. 

:  6/  2,317 

:  Dec.  31 

:  68,879 

8U,09e 

90,692 

:  Dec. 

:  2,917 

2,850 

2,870 

2,900 

:  Oct. 

:  lU,6l»8 

16,500 

17,078 

17.930 

:  Aug. 

:  1,1*02 

1,71^ 

1,770 

:  l*,21G 

:  July  1 

:  2,977 

3,500 

3,500 

:  June  30 

:  8/  7,1*1*1* 
:  6,264 

8,100 

8,it00 

6,67l> 

6,755 

6,837 

:      151*,  700 

176,100 

185,700 

186,300 

Jan. 

:  2,39B 

2,52Ji 

2,619 

May 

:  139 

162 

171 

Oct. 

:  18,086 

20,2W» 

20,6M) 

Oct. 

11,895 

13,053 

13,680 

Jan. 

8,823 

9,226 

9,6U5 

Dec. 

2,910 

3,317 

3,596 

W*,2U5 

l»8,526 

50,353 

2,6U 

21,0*O 
13,95a 
10,000 
3.922 


2/  51,702 


u 


2,5U 
3,177 
1,896 
1,096 
It,  077 
1,066 
1,087 
3,0i»8 
2,1*97 
1,677 
10,951* 


77,200 


2,550 

2,W»1 

2,1*97 

3,183 

3,266 

3.231 

1.938 

1.855 

1,895 

1.125 

1.222 

1,133 

l*,52l* 

U,9»*6 

1,050 

1,011 
1,090 

996 

1,108 

3,723 

3,712 

2,250 

2,226 

2,160 

1,773 

1,790 

11,686 

11,995 

12,175 

63,300 

85,900 

87,^00 

1*25 
1,666 
1*,16U 
3,967 
2,011* 

8,375 
l»,5l*3 


1,611 
i*,l*36 
l*,682 
1,965 
9,9^7 
»*.756 


1,577 
l*,389 
1*,762 
1,971* 
10,387 
'»,935 


k,9l8 


30,300 

33,100 

^ , — -J 

3l»,100 

3^.800 

107,500 

ii6,!i00 

120,000 

122, 2cv: 

66,1*00 


87,200 


93,'»00 


97,10c 
(ContinueTy 
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Cattle  and  buffalo:    tfumber  in  specified  countries, 
average  I956-6O,  annual  I965-67  (continued) 


Continent  and  country 


Month  of 
estimate 


timat 


Africa: 

Algeria  10/  , 

Ethiopia  , 

Morocco  , 

Sudan  , 

Tunisia  , 

United  Arab  Republic  jj... 

Angola  

Burundi  , 

CoMroon  

Guinea.  

Kenya  

Kinsbaea  11/  

Malagasy  Republic  10/  

M&lavl  

Mali  

MouBbique  

Higer  

Nigeria  

Rtedesia  

Rwanda  

Senegal  

Tanzania  

Uganda  12/  

Upper  Volta  

Zambia  

Botswana  I3/  

South  Africa,  Republic  of. 

South  West  Africa  

Swaziland  

Total  Africa  5/  


Asia: 

Iran  jj  

li^l/  H/  

Syria  jj  

Turkey  (Europe  and  Asia)  j/- 

China,  Mainland  jJ  

Buroa  7/  

Cambodia  jJ  

Ceylon  JJ  LO/  

China,  Taiwan  2/  

India  y  

Indonesia  jJ  

Japan  

Korea,  South  

Laoe  y  

Malaysia  jJ  10/  

Pakistan  jJ  

Philippines  7/  

Thailand  j}  

Vietnam,  South  7/  

Total  Asia  ^  

Oceania: 

Australia  

new  Zealand  

Total  Oceania  2/  

Total  world  y  


Average 
1956-60 


1965 


1966  2/ 


1967  2/ 


Thousand  : 

ThousEind 

Thousand 

•  Iff 

PI  oqf^ 

*  Dec 

*  Dec 

ri 

sUn 

X 

*  Dec. 

■v\ 
->*• 

:  1,221 

■51 
y*' 

:  M*l 

TO? 

ri 

1  277 

7  1^6 

•  Dec. 

067 

;        6  365 

Dec 

_>-*■ 

ISl 

U  OSS 

*  Dec 

X  ,  X*T*» 

XjXJH 

2,800 

^  QOO 
J, 

J-*- 

J, Hi.* 

-'J  J 

1  '120 

i.  f  jtv 

31 

7,228 



10,000 



3,330 

3,531 

3,627 

1,630 

2,1*00 

31 

1,058 

1,267 

1,302 



h  Sept. 

1,290 

1,097 





30 

12,067 

12,U35 

12,184 



2,552 

2,3'*7 

— 



:  Sept. 

510 

— 

112,500 

1  ■  1  1  ■  ■  1  1  1 

127,200 

128,600 

129,700 

1 

1         1  1  -  I 

21 

31  : 

Itd8 

31 

w  ns 

ill  Ui  q 

lU  U7S 

X**  \J 

6U,ooo 

7  7cn 

'»16 

^77 

7,853 

III 

III 

III 

1  : 

3,159 

3,175 

2,887 

2,850 

31  : 

967 

1.357 

1.321 

557 

— 

670 

29,762 







1  : 

U,70'» 

5,l'»3 

5,'*59 

5,620 

31  : 

11,222 

12,15'* 

31  : 

1,365 

1,977 

1,83U 

377,200 

Uo8,700 

Ul3,800 

Ul6,800 

16,673 

18,777 

17,936 

18,200 

5,852 

6,801 

7,169 

7,600 

22,800 

25,900 

25, '♦00 

26,100 

976,800    1,099,700    1,125,900  1,139,900 


1/  October -December  flf^es  are  included  under  the  following  year  for  comparisons  and  totals. 
2/Prcltnilnary .    y  E^ccludes  Alaska  and  Hawaii  prior  to  196I.    U/  August.    2/  Includes  an  allowance 
for  any  tsisslng  data  for  countries  shown  and  for  other  producing  countries  not  shown.    6/  Less  than 
a  5-yew  average.    7/  Includes  buffalo.    8/  May.    2/  J^*"*-    10/  Taxed  only.    11/  Formerly  Congo 
(Leopoldvllle) .    12/  On  native  farms.    I3/  Formerly  Bechuanaland. 


Foreign  Agricultural  Service.    Prcp«u^d  or  estimated  on  the  basis  of  official  statistics  of  foreign 
goverrsDcnts,  other  foreign  source  material,  reports  of  the  United  States  Agricultural  Attaches  and 
Foreign  Service  Officers,  results  of  office  research  and  related  information. 
April  lU,  1967. 
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Numbers  in  North  America  showed  little  change  In  1967-    Bfoderate  declines 
in  the  United  States  and  Canada  were  offset  hy  slight  increases  in  Central 
America.    On  Jeuiustry  1,  I967  there  were  IO8.5  million  cattle  on  fartas  and 
ranches  in  the  United  States,  a  slightly  smaller  number  than  a  year  earlier, 
emd  the  second  year  of  decline.    The  1  percent  Increase  in  U.S.  beef  cattle 
numbers  was  more  than  offset  by  the  5  percent  decline  in  dairy  catt;le  num- 
bers.   The  second  year  of  decline  in  cattle  numbers  was  also  recorded  in 
Canada.    Mexico  and  scne  Central  American  countries  have  imposed  export 
controls  in  an  effort  to  maintain  and  expand  domestic  herds. 

Cattle  numbers  have  increased  steadily  in  recent  years  in  South  America 
totaling  188  million  cattle  In  early  I967,  some  22  percent  mere  than  the 
1956-60  average.    In  some  countries,  this  growth  has  been  stimulated  by 
national  and  international  development  programs .    F\irther  development  in 
the  South  American  cattle  industry  appears  likely  in  the  years  ahead. 

Numbers  in  Western  Europe  increased  about  1.5  million  head  fron  1966.  This 
was  nearly  a  2  percent  increase  over  I966  and  a  13  percent  increase  over 
the  1956-60  average.    Several  areas  in  Western  Europe  reported  outbreaks 
of  foot-and-mouth  disease,  but  it  ajiparently  had  little  effect  on  total 
cattle  numbers.    Good  feed  stQ)plles  and  relatively  favorable  prices  caused 
producers  in  Western  Eurcjpe  to  enlarge  their  herds. 

Cattle  numbers  in  the  EEC  countries  were  up  nearly  3  percent.    The  Cohk» 
Agricultural  Policy  of  the  comnunlty  has  been  directed  at  Improving  self 
sufficiency  in  beef.    Numbers  in  Frauice  totaled  21  mlUiOD  head,  a  new 
all  time  high.    The  upward  trend  in  France  is  expected  to  continue.  West 
Gennany,  Italy  and  the  Netherlands  also  recorded  increases.    Total  cattle 
numbers  in  Belgium  reversed  the  pattern  of  the  past  three  years  and  de- 
clined slightly  from  I966. 

A  sonewhat  smaller  increase  in  nimibers  was  recorded  by  countries  outside 
the  EEC.    The  United  Kingdom  had  12.2  million  cattle,  up  1.5  percent  frotj 
1966.    Denmark — a  major  exporter  of  beef  in  Western  Eurc^ — sboved  a  1  per- 
cent drop  in  cattle  numbers  in  I967. 

Cattle  numbers  in  Eastern  Europe  were  up  in  excess  of  2  percent  f ro«  I966 
and  15  percent  from  the  I956-6O  average.    Increased  cattle  nuiabers  in  soae 
areas bave  led  to  surpluses  of  dairy  products.    Continued  low  prices  for 
dairy  products  could  limit  the  expansion  of  cattle  mabers  in  many  European 
areas,  since  producers  need  favorable  returns  fro»  both  Milk  and  oeat  In 
order  to  make  the  cattle  enterprise  profitable. 

A  total  of  97  million  head  of  cattle  were  reported  in  U.S.S.R.,  up  1*  per- 
cent frcsn  1966  and  U6  percent  from  the  1956-6O  average.  At  least  part  of 
the  rapid  growth  in  cattle  numbers  has  been  attributed  to  the  greater 
en^hasls  on  raising  more  cattle  on  the  small  private  plots.  Cattle  nuabers 
increased  substantially  more  in  the  private  sector  than  in  the  socialized 
sector.  Another  factor  has  been  good  feed  supplies  and  favorable  growing 
conditions,  particularly  in  the  last  few  years. 

Numbers  in  Oceania  showed  about  a  3  percent  gain  over  a  year  earlier  In 
spite  of  heavy  drought  induced  slaughter  in  Australia  in  I966.    Otily  a 
minor  increase  was  recorded  by  Australia,  but  numbers  are  expected  to  in- 
crease for  the  next  several  years,  barring  any  reoccurrence  of  the  drought. 
New  Zealand— with  the  best  pasture  conditions  in  several  years — showed  a 
6  percent  increase  in  cattle  numbers  from  I966,  Both  Australia  and  New 
Zealand  have  a  large  potential  for  Increased  cattle  numbers. 
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